
Just What Is A Powerful
Partnership????



How do I do that?

• ASK

• Your teachers

• Your students

• Your principal



What happens when we
team?

• Students transfer and apply knowledge

• Content is integrated

• Learning is hands on - project based

• Use the resources effectively



What happens when we
team?

• We design and produce instructional
materials for specific applications

• Learn about additional resources and
materials

• Energize the curriculum planning process



Where do we start?

• Face to face planning

• Clearly understand the goals and focus of
lesson

• Determine the prerequisite skills needed



Barriers to Collaboration



My teachers have to have a
planning period.



We are asking traditionally
independent workers to change
their teaching and working styles.



I have straight
back to back
classes.



Collaboration combines experts on
students and subject matter with
experts in resources and
information strategies.



Collaboration is
difficult when the
teachers do not stay
with the students during
library time.



Collaboration bring together skill
lessons in a meaningful context,
provides greater access to resources
and foster situations that more
effectively help students to develop
the skills they need.



I never get
invited to
attend grade
level meetings.



My principal
says it can’t be
done.



No one knows
what I do.



What do we know about
collaboration that we can tell
others about?



So you say, l ibraries make a
di f ference...



Do you have any research to
prove that?



YES

YES

YES



A nd the Research says...

• In 1993, the first Colorado study was
published.

• The second Colorado study was released in
1999.

• The Alaska study was released in 1999.

• The NAEP (National Assessment of Educational

Progress) released information in 1993-94.



A nd the Research says...

• The Colorado Study group was composed
of schools that had taken the Iowa Test of
Basic Skills(ITBS) or Tests of
Achievements and Proficiency (TAPS).



A nd the Research says...

• The size of a library media program as indicated by
the size of the staff and collection is the best school
predictor of academic achievement.

• Library expenditures predict the size of the library
collection and staff.

• The instructional role of the librarian shapes the
collection and in turn academic achievement.



A nd the Research says...

• Library expenditures and staffing vary with
total school expenditure and staffing.

• The degree of collaboration between the
librarian and the classroom teacher is
affected by the ratio of teachers to pupils.



A nd the Research says...

• Library expenditures and staffing vary with
total school expenditure and staffing.

• The degree of collaboration between the
librarian and the classroom teacher is
affected by the ratio of teachers to pupils.



A nd the Research says...

• Conclusions
– Students at better funded libraries has higher

average reading scores.

– The size of the library staff and the size and
variety of the collection are important
characteristics which intervene between
expenditures and test results.



A nd the Research says...

• In schools where librarians played a part in
the instructional program, students tended
to achieve higher test scores.



A nd the Research says...

• The Alaska study confirmed the same
results as the Colorado study.

• 850 schools participated in a nationwide
survey and scores on state tests improved
10-15 points in schools with strong library
programs and enough qualified staff
members.



A nd the Research says...

• The National Assessment of Educational
Progress Tests for 1994
– 3 variables

• ratio of librarians to students

• weekly visits to library by student

• weekly circulation by student



A nd the Research says...

• Comparison of the mean values on these
variables showed that:
– states with above average reading scores have

schools where students have:
– greater access to the library media specialist
– visit the school library more frequently

– borrow more materials



A nd the Research says...

• DeWitt-Wallace-Reader’s Digest Fund
report

• Library Power
– followed the progress of 19 communities over a 10 year

period

– began in 1988
– $45 million was spent to improve teaching and learning

through school libraries



A nd the Research says...

• Library Power addressed the following
issues

• Collection development

• Access to and use of library resources

• Collaboration

• Curriculum

• Instruction

• School Reform



Our Response Is… ...

















L i b r a r y  m e d i a  s p e c i a l i s t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  d o c u m e n t  o u t l i n i n g  t h e

w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  f o r m  P o w e r f u l  P a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r s  t o  i n c r e a s e

s t u d e n t  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t .   T h i s  d o c u m e n t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  a  p d f  f i l e  t h a t  m a y  b e
d o w n l o a d e d  a t  o u r  D O E  W e b  s i t e .   T h i s  w e b  p a g e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  e v i d e n t c e  t h a t  l i b r a r i e s

d o  i m p a c t  s t u d e n t  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s .    I t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  p o i n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e n  e v a l u a t i n g  a
l i b r a r y ' s  r o l e  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n .



S t u d i e s  o n  A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t  a n d  S c h o o l  L i b r a r y  P r o g r a m s

L i b r a r y  P o w e r A r t i c l e  i n  E d u c a t i o n  W e e k

E s s e n t i a l s  o f  a  g o o d  L i b r a r y  P r o g r a m U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e

W h e r e  h a v e  a l l  t h e  L i b r a r i a n s  g o n e ? A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  L i b r a r i a n s

F a s t  F a c t s  o n  A c a d e m i c  A c h i e v e m e n t I n f o r m a t i o n  P o w e r


